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S @ A1 T healT™ Hl JYE B dlel, W HH IR 63
gu fooeht & a&d & 904 d@ w9, 3N W TH 3’7 IR
Fafedrd s-WIfhaT 39 SHaT &l WSH T AT, Hih hit FHUSH
T i AFER W FHedl HH & U

& Y S AfR Aw # uge | S=d-aud 99 A %
IWH TR % e A @ @ Y

‘Y IUTEYA B, U @2 Uk oAfh 4 &El|

St ot A A I THHC? W G dl o1 ot
A o <rad 1 Bl
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‘Y g S " @ o & T I @ I w1 AR
et 2| A % qE 9 HORYH H W6 9341 8| g3 w6
T8 errdt foF dfR A ARG N @ P ¥ 7 I wfee
SEft? e @ o TR g & fo § et wifwaeft @ 3w
Freft 91 I 3@ TR W FeNl hieh, FE&l I HidA-SATS SH
A B1 AN 30 R A3 SRR e SRRt e Afese, T
Sfy R A 99 mfe

Hfer A fivm % fou oe gu gereek ® antt 3
=afth H e T W Feat IR SIER A/ @ | T
T TR w T feeme, gefee, ' g

AT ATfed I ISR o T ° & 95d el YSHhS
IR AT-TR R H o = A

A AT A g/ I F A MY FB A R ARG TH FER
TR BT 3 AT § U8l WIR| TN 3E-3ER WE gL WM
ol 9 =A% )

379 d% 39 ek § HHFT aFe @l H arel Af, 31|
T gd-38 H a@ s W e an) s @ st g 3%
T AT & )

S HIR 1 <N, S FB T TES AN W W e o,
a1 ot AR, TR 3R M & g¥ ¥ W FI ATl H WS o=
F ot 99 A A1 AT, Th gd IWR A Tq&| gF R ol
H & A% H Th G IiG I -

‘foredt TOT 3 WM AT HES WisAl A Wiy

A @ B WUdeRer ewt, fored affe TwE &
TereH W T g ¥ e Rg-nfem ww 9% 6 A d-d @)
Fd T EHI-GT H B WeAd @

‘B0 I aqTAY, HTH SW M T
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From Times of India, (with Temple Photos) 15.3.2008
Most of the temple area has already been encroached upon.

The temple mangement has been urging the Govt. to re-construct
the structure.

Manwar chand, Lahore - based Hindu teacher said they
had issued an appeal to the Jain Community including diaspora to
take up the issue of re-construction of the Temple with the Govt.
of Pakistan.

Swaran Singh of Nankana sikh yatri jatha added that they
donot mind doing the kar-sewa. “It is our united cause that everyone
should contribute for the reconstruction of Jain Temple.”



AER & afear wafar 9

& arh giaeE A1 fhatehl # fhae ged @ @ W
A TR A g3 1 R oo @ oug ® A7

‘o T, Ig TR HieAtag e g, St 32N 1947
A vz forlt oft, zet srerdt A g o @ 9 qa |, @
# o @ R AR A aga dfean ot 8-
@A ST A=l THS, hI% g1 WTC &1
W B0 R & offar, @t qa T G
TS o1 WA 2 Wedl, Tl HIw =il
. &, 91 3 WIHAT| Y WA 1 IS 3T &l | A
J A HER H a2 e e o 3@ @ qemer 21
R R a1 ", At vna g 98 T
‘Aig YT TiNEE = T AT S A h gg P, Hal
T UgH T E?
‘AER i afeat wafeat w@em e 9
‘st A R s fre v afeat et
g it TE| 9 e & T ‘BehR@ET B % 91y
ud faem & s B e | €Y ST, T W91 SR AT S
2| vl s Ma el R e mew § e At o off W R
ud e @ ‘afeat wafsat | Th QU SER R 1S WY W
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" SR o 7 A et WA St @ afe o,
a8 9 g A Tl

Hiet @ #E T e om ow & w FY

‘IR, A WES B B &7

S g i gt # uw - wiiiemET i ower’
TA W T D A Tw gul G FA § I
iR 3 S IR W % @y @ wyg dan ot sw
O IS T Tt TSI 6l TSI 7| 36 T 3 |iedt aged
HT I o)’

e Sft 3R S w9 Y g I e 6 T 5w A
H BIg &, W IS T AH| AR S FiempEE 3 gy
wHl b WY Ry T aR A ek o T s g
aR gl fay 7 & 3@ ol &, oo § w9 My e S
% o3 H AW WEE Mo A I F o o 39 =S ¥
qH ¥ Ve HEATT| Hil" R G § T AER & el S
=l

B Al T wifore A wn gm @ Y

‘e S 3 A FEen ot W # wdw M) efn ot
q 52 T wgEl F BN F o, SEEE uER | T g
T T e W gaT | wnedt wedt oft s g8 St
St sft o Bt 9w IR, iR iR @ Wy  awo
foran | 39 i TeTedt W I v R Y e aft
4 foft waq smew gan!’

sfaera i frarat § & @ oanfddat we ¥ fow g3 R
T TR 4 FE TR T 9g 1 TH @ € ST qERE o
1 foran- ‘i, famed o v, o @ R qwmER -
‘IR R S|



EINE RG] 11

TR gg & 3 g @, forar om-

‘sfer 4 2 IR e fob Sfqq 9Tt 3 gRA ATt & ge-
ot 1 dieT B A1 98T o1 o % qERYd &A1 3| 3 wm
yfeem fasiaratt 3 ot fop ofv fomg fasianett 3 ot foma) sfoem
Teft @ T fegadl 3 39 of & orss ARl A 78 o an =
1 &9 &g AT &1 foran ) foea e Afden o
3k frerd . @1fem 3 Ueht aga ft Saeeor € 2 fo6 wia @ geew
¥ A ¥ vEe fEgatt 3 ot & fegett & ok St & Wi
& arerl’

‘Tl BIS 39 91d | @ R e afeat wafeat @
s 9 wfw @ foen st

‘¢t o ard ® % forarel & 3w Afew w1 B 3, W
e W AR T gF IE o1 W ? R yme g 3w Afw %
TEH F M TS W A| §H IO TR, JgH AW H Th
=afth gAR U STRT AT S-S I FE AT, I8 qH QW-L
Ie 3| I G o1

| ‘qg T Yool € fog Weeen o1, e 30-35 S v,
T e WEe Wd 9| Fh R F 9 SR (W) S FT 9,
3 AN 3 ISl WSS 3, 3T 38 Geoo! 1 AW Afedr wateal
TS TET| BW WM 1947 T JE AR FW | 99 FGT HIg AT
T onl et W A, uii T A gHW W 2| SHH Th W
FT e 7, TAhEl T N F It WeE Jgdt R IAF W A wht
Teor <l g oieeTg B 3rera o gt frem) o e e wEt
3= forelt o) 1 9 o1| 9® e TR A 9= A& T @ T
IqH T TE T T B e a@mEr o 20

A g URT AT 7, 3R A S oft } 6 ggw St @
a W Al 7
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TH Gl qaT § foh @R & =, Geoall 3R oot #,
SR o wHg 1947 H, fav 1t @i g &, 3 wmEe e
el H A g A AT A TH & A F amen www e femm wn
o1 afeat wafeal &1 geoen off 3@ e @ & s=n An)
Yeoo! H Tal UEt 61 Wi Y TN % gl fRe TR | e,
HEA & Hdl R 9 werwr a1t 36 S Hew 1 w9 S
g d@d Ao % R § 9qd o1l W ot g 8 e f
Hiw 4 forsmm Q& & T S arygett @ emw-u % w H
Tl B o U gD HSE F, AW Fo W F wy gt
¥ et wer o)

AER & A9 afq

i & megn, 1f wEe oret % wHg @ @R #
SH afaal % T 9 3gW F ymmr frerd €1 f9E. 1628 @ 1745
(3.1 1571 ® 1688) & siw fafim afqal I =&l o= wifeew
1 A g s o wfafaftat ford
e\

Tl U &, A Ai A | Tk v 6 3 e famr
S OAfRT) ¥ IE1 AfR Th-qm F ar-ary & ) femer afe
qSH % uge dtdfe wwwed Y e Bt off| o A §
ST BT, Sgd & SATCAH o1 A5 /iR 39 Yoo § A fmwand
% TH AWM Y, WR AR T A 9t qiar g8t wie w0
A A | 38 WR 1 79 S A Frwre 7 oft w78 )| Rraw
g i & TeR-a9 TE qh 2

IR, HR-HE, Wl I, S¥ 3R e h oq1eI-
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vaaeR AfR &1 3fagmE

ThR THR o A W oot €R foew git & ggem off
foseed gt ER TuR | IueE Wi, Wiies 9 g
9% Ugdl ¥ € 9@ foueme o

e A .. 1575 W U ‘Sared @HT (U ==t TmH)
# T #, i 3o g, I, weh, o wd ¥ fged
F wfiret HE Y& R awl vl s efe @ e
gt off| wEe ® oft 1 el § wga W oW @l

gl. fogve w fargr (Dr. Vincent A. Smith) 3 ‘3TeheR’
W H gEe o foran 2-

"But the Jain holymen undoutedly gave Akbar prolonged

instructions for years, which largely influenced his actions, and
they secured his assent to their doctrines so far that he was

reputed to have been converted to jainism".

36 THT AER § & T Tt Iedt Pinheirs 3 3 fdwer
1595 I T U3 W el o aR H forar o-

"He follows the sect of the Jains (Verties)'

giq - 98 (3MeR) A Torgrdt &1 R B W R
(st = M)

3TheR o Wil FHHTG IBTEd 9 HiX T YT & forg
W YeE &I TR e | AR e g 9 3w fowe g
3 a4 1652 (.99 1595) # it glafermy & =few f vl
TS |

78 AfR sga & vl & g om) gfd of wita @ g
off| 78 36t ToH W Ju AiR w1 Fmivr s ) e o
Joaw gR St 3wl gii-5, gaq 1981 (3.4, 1924) ® 7T
AR | e glaferme 6 afast 08 | Sud afta 9 sft snfaary
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30 OfR F1 TR w8 @ mne

uarelt & wepd &1 T M 2-

afRat e o TEaE

4 fdt 7 we e

Ny == Afen
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T TR Sl B, T Sl | A1 R ehier gfeat| R FE,
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IFR Y Taq 1648 ($Eh @ 1591-92) ¥, TH VR
o Sve o Rrs g st & o T@ AER 3 ga|
3 14 wEH, T 1592 F TER qER| T wHEE T9EG 3%
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e gt st @ 3 wga ywifa gon ofk v gm’ H
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R qu foba, ol ®w I F wEer gae ageE I qEeem
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WA & AL-AY AT Y 3eo18 ot Tt §, N o=
3R AN T W W A B W FA F o A F| W
T % QORI 6 a9e 3R T s A wAT 150-175
ISt UEA Y % SHfeR 3 gar fon) a9 S @ 3@ s
I &2 o e % e qeRte #§ wfid @ ) 98 sromga
Sgd QU B S W AR T % AR § fRemm & )
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SEl gt = aiget oft, gEf ® wER SHi 1 ¥en o o,
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qg UEell 9N gl o foR e Hime § A1 99 ud @
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TF e FS G 9 ST 43 q1 M @A @ | AW
¥ T H I

‘I A F WA I A

Kl

‘I A -yt T8t % A

il
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®E I AT D e’

‘YA IWHT AT HET BT

S TE | H W @A =1Ed1 § | G Iqh! qA 21 A
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TS H A GAR G TS I T AR I
e 9 WE 9gd A GH 8, T8 RISR IS | ASA A
& U T B W sl ], e AW weren )

uTfiieh TSR 1 3P T g F weft weR Sud @
& IS TC B W A I F owet f T I #, W owraEt
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FEEl % AW qEEr ¥ W W Y B A gH ARR h A
DA st § , e aw=h Fw;oAm B- wrEer|

g Ma | TH HHH H g Gewerdl| A geiie 3fgHe
Vg WY H W | I TaE % e geEE €y, WY 3R
Sigefied-34 IR URER} ¥ 39 g A SO 91| $AR O e
for @ 9, R w gaeme & Ty

3qA WY A 98 G WIFST Tia fe@™ 0| 36 arn
for o5l afedl A 92 99 g & S A T H W FW A
R # 3@ AR F AR W @O R - a et &
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TEt B o B @ I AR, AR A o e
g Gl 3fEHE 3 hal

“37al T ATl T8 W TR TR S T F | SR ART AT
et W FEd 8l

it e WA

‘At zafee % @@t A S @ @ga w1 wiw A&
T TEA off gd & gl I II-I-E §gd ° e
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wefie e @1 o1- F8T ¥ 1 oft [ wmg i 2 Feperd
- Sl orars 92 e, =ter U g ofi e i 9 A
21 39 I ¢ W & A T@ g F TR A T W e
B g% 8| TEieEt, ufR, 'lat- o A 3 ©h guAr & B| I
TR 2, 96, ¥ 91 W, e i gt s wer s g
¥ =R w0 Gt # it ana @ gt §1 o i 7€ e
foh a@l vt g S AR ot o)

ST et @ T gt A drgeat, s, st 3R @t
1 YR-3ET | 8 W & forelt %M 3 39 qU-TIH % T
W H R R 39 A Fwt g8l w1 S o1, N S
2 E #1| a9 wifd oft, e mnfa R}

TEA IR IASA A T wEE R)



ar%mma%mwgﬁmga%
quTe Tk’ |

TgTe 3R o e ¥ off ¥R fosw g 7 w1 1583
T A BagR HieRd d & foran qun fogr i wHe aeemg
¥ we W 37 fagm firsr wifers st & adf @ Moy wfoes
T WY 108 UM I Itk TR FA I IR IHHR 71
7 fagew 9|

JIGITE S AR # & @ wifqeex off adf 91 3w of
W oo gt fit o @ Suremy wges ot @ER ey

AR | SH d1g3tl o fou #15 IR oH 97 911 &
fo7 Tigers A @R F g § WA TE | FR I8 W AR
1 I fan fF WM om @ & o w1 SugeE w6 RS
T 98 IId Tl g1 AT TSEER § 3H W HiSAE Bl
8| FFA 7 UEA TIH o U & H H TH IHST ¢ A IS
foan| @t T smaswt 3w U au gty g wfaary
Wt 1 T A oft sHar foan) gweht wfaw st gufowe gt
St 3 R

FAR ¥ I§ A afsat-vafear’ @ @ SEr
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HUH ARR Ya H wue 3 SR Y Uhfae g,
T, S, Yge q91 aTfedt i dwH IR agl & sfet §
I AHIER HT AFE o il Yoo 3237 9, 30 03 e
FB1Ed S U Faedn w1 S fean) g & gyey, 32, e,
G, TG, T & SAHHR ART, G 3R ehrert Hieq onfe
% | A, fordt gvifoa gefe e @ s & fow
qife 3R TR &% Hgd W A G (TTh) U™ A=
F oft gryr forRm

Mt I AT DA, TR

T ! SEAl S A T AT TES % BHER 9 3o
ganalt I e A glaen yw B wh, 39 forw v A
S TFHAH AN A e off srfae St (qeeh wel) %
9 W AER & TR H Tk et T ‘off o S e’
1 fmtor wwmEm)

30 foemer fafeem § dreat ft a@ &+ 9| Rk °
9GTs % T 3T ara S foreneff 7wt & wnfeiss o g amamer
T TR, AT 3= e o R )| denrel wwe § el
I & Y R 9 dea fit wrfielt sga wewgd R)

UfohEa™ S W g TEm wEhTe O wnfua ot TE)
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sft TaERATEl AT BIA

gfeat wafeat geeat & T & Fud IER § I8 IR
AT BTt dNE R T8 TAM TY-TIferEt & 3E SR wme
Tl § IR BaT |

Igf o fireteiE % STgER 3wehl Hfig sfimdt gEadt S\
4.9, A W@rM o4, e fd e i ge s = ()
F R 2 SR 1940 H W TE q1 IgRA & 1942
T g
sft R S wfR, ER &

AER e 1 fomsr 99 A7) 9ga @ = | oft 7
frem) 1947 § & 9g wfew ot <0t & 3w o wwht I @

1. TeshTel SITER 3 Y. 99 T § - ¥ Aidiere Stedl, ol gatand,
qrifdeTTel, 1. Hoiehee, I&TE faeHe™, ol T, aErid, femaam,
I qYT T TG I % AH e g |

2. According to Dr.Peter Flugel and Muzaffar Ahmed - "Apart from

one Jain manuscript housed in Lahore Museum Library, there is a big
collection of Jain manuscripts in Punjab University's Woolner collection
of Sanskrit manuscripts. This is now a newly developed database as
a joint project of Punjab and Vienna University.'
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@l S @
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24 s e

WIFel F H W UHR H gHH, Fe TR IR o
3 ST SR T TS | 5 & Gral Y Heh 36 3Tdid
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o wfw ona et wafeat 3 off & @ S R

B W TF 3 qam 6 o9 Tmeed o seh | 9@t sgd
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e BAR WA 3 ACT U GG @™ R EleR
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<@l W TE frenm 39wl 9 @ fieft swmaer weh)

Ha 9 g9
TR F GIH T3 Thd (HEWT) F M Geedl it
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¥ R foran| 3@ 999 3 WK T F AR W eree an) e
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e A H |- T 0 I STTHATRINGT 3 oft
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T gl i fiawsit & a & @ @ g Fecht-
THT € @ JoHTa 3iE, IMmEl wE ug ww fRwm 9w
T gH fww, guw n@, sreEEd g r g oI 49
‘e’ Ter FE2 A gk, B ¥ ug el fum S
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IR TR WU A WA gh A AW F@@=| TR’ AT
# aeImEd ¥ & 9 o diR SyER Afie fem s mm
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a stupa (samadhi) was erected over his ashes and a dadabari sur-
rounding it. The samadhi was regarded as a miracle working shrine,
not only by Jains, and became the centre of a network of further
Dadabaries dedicated to Jinkusal suri, in Hala, Dera Ghazi Khan, Lahore
and Narowel etc.'
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sand and stone were brought from the site to the Deraur Dadabari

near Jaipur (i.e. Malpura)
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3

ELLIOT HISTORY OF INDIA, VOL. | & foran & f% -

Muslims first attacked Sindh and found it full of people called
'sramanas'’, (p.p. 146-158). The ruler of sindh of that time was also
a follower of sramnas who observed vow of Ahimsa minutely and
had great confidence in this predication (p.p- 158-161)
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"Sir Aural Stien, the then Principal, Oriental College, Lahore,
Peronally visited the place in 1889 A.D. and discovered the remains
of Sinhapur Jain Temple, buried near Murti, a village two miles from
katas, and collected from excavation a huge mass of idols which were
brought to Lahore in 26 Camel Loads and were deposited in control
of Punjab Museum."
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Gori Temple is Located in Village of Gori, between Islamkot and Nagar Parkar
in Tharpakar Distt. At least a dozen major Indian Jain Temples, all of them
named Godiji Parshwanath, trace their heritage to Pakistan's Gori temple.
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Jain Temple at Gori

Whipped by desert sands for over 300 years, the Gori jo
Mandar or Temple of Gori stands alone and abandoned in Tharparkar,
a relic of a time and a culture long forgotten. No supplicant lights
a candle to dispel the darkness, no devdasi (female devotee) perfumes
the corridors with fragrant sticks, and the lilting melodies of sacred
songs are no longer heard in this desolation. Only the screeching cries
of bats echo in this once-glorious shrine.

Situated between Islamkot and Nagarparkar, Gori jo Mandar
is shrouded in mystery. Even its original name is lost in antiquity, having
changed many times in the course of the centuries. With no written
history of the temple having survived, the only story as to its origin
is a legend that it was built by Goricho, a Jain worshiper, in 300 AD.

This legend is supported by historian Raichand Rathore, who,
in his book Old Tharparkar, writes that this temple was built by Goricho,
a saint of the Jain religion and follower of Mahavira (599-527 BC).
Built with intricately carved stones, the building has 52 steeples and
several small rooms, some of which can accommodate only one
solitary worshipper. While the purpose of the temple was undoubtedly
religious, politics may have played part in its downfall. "The British
military destroyed some parts of this temple because they found out
that conspiracies against British rule were being hatched here," writes
Rathore.

At the center of Nangarparkar city stands another Jain temple;
this too is damaged and its walls are crumbling Five centuries old,
its faded wall paintings depict the local flora and fauna. Jains made
offerings of water, sandalwood, flowers, incense, oil, rice and fruits
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over here. The Veeravah temple is also an architectural landmark
of Thar, comprising of both cylindrical or conical and dome archi-
tecture. All this ancient Sindhi cultural and historical heritage is in
a terrible state of ruin and the only sign of the government's presence
is a solitary sign asking visitors not to damage the buildings. Despite
this sign. not a single temple is whole and complete - and it is obvious
that not all of the damage has been caused by the elements.

Dedicated to the Jain God Parasanth, Gori temple lies outside
of the village of Gori between Islamkot and Nagarparkar. The various
legends point to its foundations by a rich Hindu merchant six hundered
years ago. A more likely date is the middle of the 16th century. Though
the impressive spire that typifies Jain temples fell in the earthquake
of 1898, the rich frescoes in the main dome are still intact. Here
can be seen princesses in royal coaches and elegant palanquins,
equestrian processions and bevies of dark-skinned beauties in flowing
Rajasthani robes at their household chores. The pillar interior is marble
of the purest white and masterfully crafted stucco plaster. But the
sanctum sanctorum is empty.



Jain Temple at Nagarparkar

Thar desert has a splendid collection of ancient Jain Temples,
testimony to the presence of colourful Hindu and Jain kingdoms in
the past. One of these temples is situated at the western end of the
main bazaar of the village Nagarparkar, Sindh province of Pakistan.
The original name of the temple is unknown, but because of its place
near the bazaar it is called 'Bazaar Temple" by the locals. Like the
Jain Temple at Gori the site of Nagarparkar is assumed to be a
prosperous center of Jain religion in the past.

No date of construction could be ascertained but the temple
building is at least 500 years old and may date into the 14th century
CE. The figurative program of the mandir as well as its elaborate
architecture and fine ornaments are quite similar to other Jain temples
in the Thar desert. The courtyard of the temple, save one odd pillar,
has completely vanished. The outer walls still retain some of its
charisma. The main icon of the temple. probably the image of a
Tirthankara, must once have stood in the main hall but is now long
gone, either stolen or broken by some fanatic. The entrance still have
few smaller statuettes but most of them are desecrated and chipped.
The condition of the rooms inside of the temple seem not better than
the outside; at least some of the original wall paintings, which probably
adorned once the whole interior of the temple, remained partially
damaged.

TR URERE o A o o) gifened™ o foreama 3wt sraem

DAW N.Com & Hﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ - "Ancient jain Temples are another historic
hall-mark of Nagarparkar area and some of them happen to be 2000
years old."



Pari Nagar Jain Temple at Virawah

The Neglected Temple

The reason why a Jain Temple in Tharparkar is in shambles
is because the masses are becoming increasingly apathetic towards
heritage, and also because of the scarce resources available with the
government

The Jain Temple of Pari Nagar, situated at Virawah, some
four miles from Nagarparkar in district Tharparkar is in shambles.
This is because of the general apathy of our people towards heritage
and scarce resources available with the Department of Archeoogy,
Sindh. It has also been an eyesore to religious bigots who reportedly
disfigured two idols, which were in an intimate embrace.

Similarly, while the road network in Tharparkar has connected
the impoverished land with urban centres, including Karachi, it has
also been a bad omen for heritage sites. Picnickers who frequent
the desert after monsoon when it becomes lush green visit Tharparkar
and feel no qualms in taking away statues from the temples just for
fun. The more enterprising amongst them indulge in such acts in the
hope that they will make a fortune by selling the artefacts to foreign
buyers.

"It is presumed that the Temple is a part of the city of Pari
Nagar. If the area is property excavated we can find a lot about
the history and layout of the lost city besides precious artefacts of
that unique period," Qasim Ali Qasim, Director, Department of
Archaeology & Museums, government of Pakistan, told TNS.

Captain Stanley Napier Raikes, author of 'Memoir on the
Thurr and Parkur' traces the history of Jain temples as under: "They
(the temples) clearly demonstrate that at the time of their construction
and which, from dates engraved on some of the slabs, was probably
in the middle of the eleventh century the artisans were by no means
behind those of after-times in the art of sculpture. The figures and
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ornamental sculpture and designs in various parts of the buildings are
beautifully executed, particularly the figures, which are better pro-
portioned and executed than almost any I have seen in the East."

According to Qasim, the Ran of Kutch happened to be a
sea and Pari Nagar was established as a seaport in 500B.C. It was
a busy port of the area, had international significance and enjoyed
trade links with Kutch Buj, Peer Bandar, Mandlay, Lanka and Sumatra.

It is said that Pari Nagar seaport was destroyed by an
earthquake. According to Tarikh Farishta, Abne-Batuta also passed
from here and it was destroyed by Jalaluddin Khawariza Shah in 1223
A.D.

Initially there were six Jain temples in the area. The Verawah
temple consists of two rooms having a large hall called mandapa
besides a small, dark chamber called vehana. These rooms have lost
their glory with the passage of time and most of the sculptures and
paintings have been defaced or usurped.

Despite the fact that the temple is in bad shape due to a
host of factors, it is a finished example of building art. Its masonry
is orderly and the architectural treatment of the parts is still in a position
to show how knowledgeable its builders were.

"As many as 21 sculptures of Jain period were recovered
in January 2006 during the construction of Virawah-Nagarparkar road
from local people and Rangers posted nearby. Initially, Rangers did
not allow us to enter their camps but we were able to inspect them
when their high-ups were .contacted," says Quasim.

"We found 35 carved architectural elements on marble. On
January 24, 2006, these were staked at Veriwah temple while small
items were shifted to Umerkot Museum," he adds.

Today, the white marble temple looks deserted and without
any guard despite the fact that it's a site of immense heritage value.
Around the temple have cropped up thick bushes while a green solitary
tree stands on the left side of the temple as if silently registering
the plunder of precious artefacts. Pieces of red bricks are scattered
everywhere.

A notice at the site placed by the Department of Archeology

& Museums, Pakistan, warns : "Under the provision of Section 19
of the Antiquities Act 1975 (VII of 1976), any person who destroys,
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damages, alters, disfigures or scribbles, writes or engages any inscrip-
tion or sign on the place shall be punishable with rigorous imprisonment
for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine or with
both."

However, the thieves and robbers of artefacts are seldom
apprehended because the guard posted there is never present. In 2006,
It was reported that two operators of an excavator digging the
Virwaha-Nagarparkar road found a very old pitcher filled with gold
jewellery and simply disappeared with the bounty.

But, Qasim believes, the remains of Pari Nagar not only
provide an opportunity to explore history but could also become a
site of religious tourism.

"The pieces of iron found here are an indication of ship making
industry in the old Pari Nagar dockyard," he says. )

Qasim also points out that the Jains in India are pretty rich
and could become a major source of attraction if "religious tourism"
(in his words) is promoted well.

"Our department has prepared a master plan for the con-
servation and restoration of heritage sites and to make them a tourist
attraction. With the advent of Thar Express we can attract the Jain
population in India and promote religious tourism," he says.

The pilgrimage would also provide job opportunities to the local
people and boost relations between Pakistan and India, he says.

"Two pillars of Virawah Temple have also been preserved
in the Karachi National Musuem during the colonial period."

He says that the government has earmarked Rs. 500 million
for conservation work in Sindh and an additonal Rs. 500 million for
survey and documentation under a 10-year plan that extends up to
2011.

Chacha Ali Nawaz, 81, a respected figure of Nagarparkar
declares that he is a witness to the fact that the people of Jain religion
lived in Tharparkar prior to Partiton, but after Pakistan achieved
independence in 1947 they migrated to India and took many statues
with them.

"There were about 800 Jain families in Pari Nagar Prior to
Partition but they were looted by Thakurs and they shifted to India,"
he says.



Jain Temple at Bhodesar

Thar desert has a splendid collection of ancient temples, testimony
to the presence of colourful Hindu and Jain kingdoms in the past. Among
these ancient sites the heritage of Bhodesar must be mentioned; in particular
the decayed Jain temple is of special art historical interest.

Bhodesar is situated north-west of Nagarparkar beneath the
Karoonjhar Hills, and is popular due to its small mosque, built by one Mahmud
Shah bin Muzaffar in 1505 AD with marble brought all the way from Gujarat.
The place was formerly known as Bhodesar Nagry (Nagry is probably derived
from the Sanskrit word nagara "city") and is said to be a prosperous and
affluent city of those days, when the buildings still found there had been
constructed. The foundation of Bhodesar is supposed to be in 515 CE.

According to some local traditions that name of the city is derived
from a queen, named Bhodi, who formerly ruled the country. Furthermore it
is said, that queen Bhodi constructed a beautiful pond with a metallic base.
Much later, in 1025 or 1026 CE, this pond was visited by Sultan Mahmud
of Ghazni, who, to avoid a confict with the armies of Ajmer after his campaign
to Somnath, made a detour across the Thar desert on his return to Ghazni.
During his journey he lost the track and in search of water he arrived at this
pond. Subsequently he constructed a memorial at this place which was later
converted into Mosque by Sultan Mehmood Begra.

Nearby the mosque the ruined Jain temple is located. The temple
is built on a high platform and reached by a series of steps carved into the
rock. Huge stone slabs constitute grand columns carved with objects of Jain
worship. These stone carvings display a high level of expertise and dedication,
carved as they were at the apex of Jain culture. The building is in a dilapidated
condition: the remaining walls are instable and partially collapsed, the formerly
installed idols vanished long time ago and some parts of the building had
been dismantled brick by frick by the locals who used the bricks to construct
and repair their homes.

There are two other Jain temples in Bhodesar supposed to have been
built in 1375 CE and 1449 CE built of kanjur and redstone, finely carved and
adorned with corbelled domes. The date of construction of the ruined Jain
temple is controversial. According to some local traditions the temple was
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founded in the 9th century CE but a more likely date is the 14th or 15th century
CE

The city of Bhodesar was once inhabited by Sodhas and Khosas,
who were dreaded bandits and the people of the country were scared of them.
The repeated complaints by these scared people reached finally the admin-
istration of the Tughlaque rulers in Delhi. Thus, Sultan Mehmood Bogra led
an expedition to Parkar in 1504 CE to capture the bandits, but he remained
unsuccessful and went back to Delhi.

Later his mother was attacked at the same place along with other
travellers, so Sultan Mehmood Bogra started a second punitive expedition
against the Sodhas and Khosas. He arrived Bhodesar in 1505 CE and defeated
the bandits this time. As a symbol of triumph over the Sodhas and Khosas
of Bhodesar he constructed a mosque at this place, not far away from the
ancient Jain temple. Close to the foot of the karoonjhar hills and south of
the Bodesar mosque are situated three Jain temples, separated from each other
by small though furrowed plain. These structures are supposed to have been
built in 1375 and 1449.

Temple No. 1 : It is a small temple. It measures 8.5m in width at the
front on the eastern side and 7.8m in length along the sidewalls on the north
and south. It stands within a compound wall, a little less than a metre in height.
and built in rubble masonry in local granite stone. The main building of the
temple consists of a single but long cell. The main chamber which appears
from outside to have three cells actually has only one long room with three
compartments and is roofed with three corbelled low domes.

Temple No. 2 : The temple No. II, it is the largest of the Bodhesar
group. It stands on a platform about a metre high and 120 wide on the front
side. This temple is a centrally planned structure with nave and a square aisle
around it. The Nave is colonnaded with 4 columns on each side and roofed
with corbelled low dome of the shape of an inverted bowl supported on
octagonal base of beams resting on eight columns.

All the stone used in the temple is kanjur and red sandstone, which
are not available locally. However, the stone used in the platform and the
attached compound wall is local sand stone or granite of red tint.

Temple No. 3 : The third temple at Bodhesar consists of open hall
called Mandapa with an intermediate chamber known as Arthi mandapa,
connected with cells. In plan and construction excepting enclosure wall, it
is like Temple No. I, mentioned earlier.



An Exploratory Survey of the Jaina Heritage in Pakistan
- Dr. Peter Flugel and Muzaffar Ahmad

1 The work was sponsored through a generous gift of Baron Dilip
Mehta of Antwerp. Key contributors were PI Peter Flugel (SOAS), Mirza
Naseer Ahmed (NJC), coordinator of work in Pakistan, and RO Muzaffar
Ahmad, who analysed data from published sources in Urdu and English and
from museums in Pakistan and planned the field research. Fieldwork was
conducted and written up by Asif Rana, and maps were produced by Naeem
Ahmad and Tahira Siddiga (all NJC). Ravinder Jain of Maler Kotla and
Purushottam Jain of Mandi Gobindgarh in India provided invaluable back-
ground information about locations of Jaina sites in Pakistan, based on prior'
research (Jain & Jain 1985) and communications from Sadhvi Svarnakanta
(1929-2001) (born in Lahore), Sadhvi Arcana (family from Rawalpindi), Mahindra
Kumar Jain (Co-researcher of the late Hiralal Duggar in Panch-Kula), and
others, and from Igbal Qaiser in Lahore, who conducted independent research
on the same subject. See Qaisar (2018). Valuable information was also supplied
by Noel Q. King (1922-2009) of Corralitos in California (born in Taxila), who
in 2003 researched the Jain temples and institutions in Pakistan but had his
notes stolen on a train, and Raj Kumar Jain (born in Jhelum), the principal
stalwart of the Svetambara refugee community in Delhi. They were interviewed
by PI on 8.6.2005 and 23.2.2017 respectively. Further interviews were con-
ducted with informants in Meerut. Jaipur, Bikaner.

" 2 For an overview, see Duggar (1979). Fresh archaeological discov-
eries continuously increase our understanding of the Jaina past in Pakistan.
Members of the research team located carana-padukas of uncertain date in
Chakwal (Ahmad 2015), and in Nagarparkar recorded on site sculptures, of
relatively recent origin, being excavated by the Department of Archaeology
Sindh.

The neglected field of the Jaina heritage in Pakistan was revived in
2015-17 through a pilot study conducted by the CoJS of SOAS in collaboration
with a research team of the Nusrat Jahan College (NJC) in Rabwah, with
additional help of local historians of Jainism in North India. In view of the
long-term neglect of Jaina sites in Pakistan, and the pressing need of pre-
serving key religious monuments, the project focused on the documentation
of the surviving infrastructure, Jaina temples, halls, community buildings, art
and writings, along with a historical and demographic study of the Jaina
sectarian traditions in the region. Our report summarizes key findings.
Background

Jainism has a long history in Pakistan, going back to the early
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historical period, and ending with the partition of British India in 1947. The
extent of the Jaina presence in the region in ancient times is yet to be fully
assessed. Early Muslim, Sultanate and Mughal periods show only little Jaina
activity, predominately in Sindh. Many of the Jain merchants that had settled
west of the Rann of Kutch and the Thar desert came under the influence
of the Kharataragaccha, which became the dominant Jaina tradition in the
region. This was mainly due to the influence of its third "miracle producing"
dadaguru] inakusalasuri (1280-1332), who toured the small towns and villages
of the Indus valley south of Multan for five years between V.S. 1384 and
1389, until his death in Derawar (Devarajapura, Deraur), where a stupa
(samadhi) was erected over his ashes and a "dadabari" surrounding it (Fig.
1). The samadhi was regarded as a miracle working shrine, and became the
center of a network of dadabaris dedicated to J inakusalasuri, in Halla, Multan,
Dera Ghazi Khan, Lahore, Narowal, etc.

Some Jaina presence is notable in Lahore, Sialkot, Gujranwala and
Multan during the Mughal rule. The dadabari in Lahore was constructed
by Akbar's Osavala minister Karmacand Bacchavat (1542-1607) from Bikaner,
a disciple of the fourth dadaguru, "Akbara pratibodhaka" Jinacandrasuri VI
(1541-1613), who, through Karmacand's intercession, met the Emperor Akbar
in Lahore at various occasions in 1592, 1593, and 1594. In 1595 Jinacandra
walked, via Multan (Mulasthana) and Uch (Uccapuri), to the samadhi at
Derawar, to pay his respects, and then back to Rajasthan. Under the reign
of Muslim rulers who vigorously opposed image veneration, the influence
of the Kharataragaccha declined due to the impact of non-image-venerating
(amurtipujaka) Jaina mendicant traditions,whose followers took control of
most religious properties of the Kharataragaccha in the Punjab at the time
of the Partition. Yet, the Kharataragaccha marintained its presence in the desert
region of Tharparkar in Sindh, where it still has a few followers today.

The new religious developments in the Punjab were initiated between
1503 and 1551 by the monks Rayamalla and Bhallo, two diciples of Yati Sarava,
sixth leader of the recently formed amuritipujaka Gujarati Lonkagaccha, who
wandered from Gujarat to Lahore, and founded the Lahauri or Uttarardha
Lonkagaccha, which became the most popular tradition amongst the Jainas
in the northern Punjab in the 17th and 18th centuries, It established permanent
seats (gaddi), first in Lahore, and later in Jandiyala Guru, Phagvara, Nakodar,
Ludhiana, Patti, Samana, Maler Kotla, Patiala, Sunam, Ambala, Kasur, etc. After
a while, image-veneration was re-introduced by the yatis and temples erected
in places such as Ramanagar (Rasulanagar), Gujranwala, Sialkot, Pinda Dadan
Khan, or Papanakha. Hence, between 1673 and 1693, the orthodox monk
Haridasa split from the Uttarardha Lonkagaccha, joined the Dhundhaka
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(Sthanakavasi) tradition of Lavaji in Gujarat, and finally founded his own
reformist amurtipujaka tradition in Lahore. The tradition became known under
the name Panjab Lavaji Rsi Sampradaya, Under Acarya Amarasimha (1805-
1881) it gradually absorbed the Uttarardha Lonkagaccha, and became the
dominant Jaina tradition in the Punjab.

At the time of Sikh expansion individual Jainas played important
economic and political roles. And significant mercantile communities estab-
lished themselves in the Punjab, mainly dealing in cloth, grains, general
merchandise, jewelry, and banking. The British period brought in a new system
of roads and railways, and Jaina merchant communities took full advantage
of it. New settlements emerged alongside these trade routes in Sindh and
in the Punjab. In this period, between 1855 and 1875. sixteen mendicants split
off the Sthanakavasi Gangarama Jivaraja Sampradaya, a small mendicant
tradition that was popular in the southwest of Ludhiana, and joined the
murtipujaka Tapagaccha in Gujarat. The main leaders until 1947 were
Buddhivijaya (Sthanakavast name: Buteraya) (1806-1882), Vijayanandasuri or
Atmananda (Sthanakavasi name: Atmarama) (1836-1896), and the Gujarati
monk 'Panjab Kesari' Vijayavallabhasuri (1870-1954), whose Lineage, the
Vallabha Samudya, was and still is the most active branch of the Tapagaccha
in the Punjab. They regarded temple construction as a necessity for the
survival of the Jaina Tradition in the Punjab, where Christian missions and
Dayananda's Arya Samaj had gained support, and inspired their lay-followers
to take possession of buildings vacated by the slowly vanishing Lonka
tradition, and to erect new temples, with adjacent upasraya for visiting
mendicants.

The Sthanakavasi medicants were very orthodox at the time. They
rejected all 'violent' construction work, not only of temples, but also of halls
(sthanaka=upasraya) as "non- or "anti-religious." Generally, they resided in
empty rooms of private houses or in empty buildings judged to be acceptable
in terms of monastic codes of conduct. By the end of the 19th century,
however, empty buildings of the Lonkagaccha yatis were also taken over by
the Sthanakavasis. The first mendicant in the Punjab who, against internal
opposition, advocated the construction of sthankas, religious schools and
libraries, was Muni Khazancand (1884-1945) of the Panjab Sampradaya, With
permission of "Punjab Kesari" Acarya Kasiram (1884-1945), he started in the
1930s in his birth place Rawalpindi, a city dominated by the Sthanakavast
- community, located at the very edge of the realms of movement of Jaina
mendicants, and later in towns such as Gujranwala, Jhelum Kasur, Lahore,
Sialkot.

Due to the influence of the charismatic Vijayanandasuri, many
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Sthanakavasi sravakas had converted to the Tapagaccha between 1855 and
1945. In turn, the leaders of the Panjab Lavaji Rsi Sampradaya prohibited
intersectarian marriage, and occasionally commensality. As a consequence,
the members of the local Osavala caste were split along sectarian lines for
almost a century. With the exception of Sindh, where Poravala and Srimali
castes prevailed, almost all Svetambaras in the region of modern Pakistan were
Osavalas. They were migrants, who had lost contact with their native Rajasthan,
stopped intermarrying with Rajasthani Osavalas, adopted Urdu as their first
language, and persian as their second. Their "Mother tongue" Punjabi was
only used as a spoken language. Maybe for these reasons the Punjabi
Osavalas referred to themselves not as "Osavala," or "Bisa / Dasa Osavala,"
but as "Bhabaras."

In the British period, the Bhavara communitites, became the leading
mercantile class in the Punjab, and many villages, bazars and mohallas in
Pakistan still retain this name. Bhavara Jains distinguished themselves in the
fields of finance, education and publishing early on. Most Jaina heritage sites
in the Punjab were once owned by Bhavara associations. Yet, not all Jains
in the Punjab were Bhavaras. Almost as many mendicants of the Panjab Lavaji
Rsi Sampradaya were and are recruited from Brahmana, Ksatriya (Rajput),
Agravala, and Jat families as from Bhavara families, not to speak of mendicants
from low castes. Generally, northwest of Ambala no Digambara communities
can be found. The small minority of Terapanth Digambara Agarvalas, who
established small communities and settled in towns such as Rawalpindi,
Sialkot, Lahore and Karachi were suppliers of the British military, Their temples
were located in the cantonment areas. Most, if not all of them have been
demolished after 1947. Only few towns such as Multan (which once had a
bhattaraka seat) featured old Digambara temples in the bazar areas of the
walled city.

Before Partition, the Jaina community was less than one percent of
the total population in areas which were included into Pakistan. At the eve
of partition almost the entire Jain population migrated to India, except for a
few households in Nagarparker. Some Jainas are said to have converted to
Islam. But most left in the protective presence of the British Army and, in
exceptional case, of monks, such as Vijayavallabhasuri, who were forced to
break their monastic rules and to use trucks, trains or planes, to save their
lives. The refugees mostly settled in the Indian Punjab, Hariyana, Rajasthan,
U.P,, and in Delhi. They took with them their portable religious art and libraries,
leaving behind empty buildings, shelves, and niches.

In-1960, the Government of Pakistan established the Evacuee Trust
Property Board (Awqaf) for the protection and administration of properties
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attached to educational, charitable or religious trusts of migarted Hindu and
Sikh communities, For the Muslims in Pakistan the Jainas were 'Hindus.' and
the Jaina religious heritage is therefore also generally being considered as
"Hindu."

Only with prior information at hand can one hope to find a mention
of Jaina sites in Awqaf's records, and this is not always the case. Non-religious
heritage buildings have long been occupied by locals. In some case Muslim
migrants from India exchanged properties with migrant Jain communities from
Pakistan, as in the case of the Shri Amar Jain Hostel Lahore, now located
in Chandigarh.

After Partition, no research on the Jaina heritage in Pakistan has been
conducted. Hiralal Duggar (1979 : 354) hence noted that 'at the present time
there is no information on the condition of all the temples and institutions
in Pakistan.' Similar observations were made by R.K. Jain (2003 : 2) : 'The
present status of Jain Temples, Upashrayas and Sthanaks is generally not
known. Wheteas Ghar-Mandirs, Upashrayas and Sthanaks have by and large
been usurped and put to different uses by the Pakistan Authorities and Public,
the Sikhar Band Mandirs still seem to exist. Since there are no Jains left in
Pakistan, these Temples are not being worshipped at all.” Our research project
tried to answer the question as to the current state of Jains temples and
institutions.

Field Survey

In the first phase of project a thorough literary review was conducted
and relevant information on pre-Partition demographics and sites of the Jaina
community collected from available literary sources, and through interviews.
Thus a list of about one hundred potential Jaina sites at thirty locations in
the Punjab, North West Frontier (KPK) and Sindh was prepared. Subsequently
it was modified and reduced to approximately ninety locations in the end.
These sites include Digambara and Svetambara temples, dadabaris, sthanakas,
samadhis, libraries, schools,_ hostels, as well as mohallas identifiable through
their Jaina or caste names. etc. Most of these structures were built or
renovated during the British period, between 1865 and 1947. During the
literature review demographic trends of the in Jaina populace of Pakistan were
traced through a study of available Gazetteers and some other research
publications of the British era. Significant information is available in these
sources about demography, caste background, and distribuion of the pre-
dominately city-dwelling Jaina population, concentrated in particular quarters,
from 1819 to 1947. The official data, suggesting the existence of some
12,861+]ains in the region in 1941, is incomplete, and not reliable. It also does
not offer a breakdown of the religious affiliation of the Jaina population. A
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tentative overview of the geographical distribution of the three main sectarian
traditions in 1947: the Sthanakavasi traditions (especially the dominant Panjab
Lavaji Rsi Sampradaya), Tapagaccha & Kharataragaccha, and Terapanth
Digambara, is offered. A team of NJC researchers travelled thousands of
kilometers in Punjab and Sindh, mapping and recording identifiable Jains sites
in the disricts of Lahore, Qasur, Sialkot, Chakwal, Khoshab, Bhera, Gujranwala,
Farooqabad, Jhang, Chiniot, Multan, Bahawalpur, Marot, Rahimyar Khan,
Karachi, Nawab Shah, Kunri, Tharparkar, and Nagarparkar. Observable fea-
tures, murals, inscriptions, icons and sculptures, street views, etc., were
recorded as much as permitted access allowed. All structures were photo-
graphed, and a database of more than three thousand photographs was
created, planned to be put online, together with a spreadsheet with descrip-
tive, backgound, and interview data.

Inscriptions of the British era are found on some Jaina buildings in
Punjab. They are mostly in Devanagari script, but also in Persian script. In
some cases Urdu and Hindi bilingual or Urdu, English and Hindi trilingual
inscriptions are found. Occasionally the words are in Rajasthani or Gujarati.
In as few cases, local Landa scripts are also evident, along with above
mentioned languages and scripts. Some Jaina edifices provide a glimpse into
the art of religious painting popular in Sikh and British periods, presenting
scenes from Jaina religious history, and sometimes explaining them with short
inscriptions. Yet, with the notable exception of the temple in Gauri, most
surviving inscriptions and mural paintings are reduced to small fragments of
little historical or aesthetic value.

Since many investigated sites were found ruined, demolished, or
could not be clearly identified, the interpretation of the collected data relies
largely on background information available only in India in oral and written
form, and to local historians, who were interviewed wherever possible.
Ravinder K. Jain of Maler Kotla and Mahender K. Mast of Panchkula
motivated migrant Jaina community members to help identifying further Jaina
heritage sites in Pakistan, confirm or disconfirm colleced information, and to
supply supplementary evidence. Additional interviews with migrants were
conducted in India by the PI in Delhi, Meerut, and Jaipur. On the basis of
the written and oral record, many of the surveyed sites could be re-connected
to particular social groups, religious traditions, and historical events. Not all
sites indicated on the map of investigated locations (facing page) still exist,
or can be unequivocally linked to the Jaina tradition. The initial survey of
the built heritage brought this fact to light that Jainism has lost its footing
in modern Pakistani society decades ago. Many temples, under the admin-
istration of the Evacuee Trust Property Board, have been allotted to the local
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families who reside there. Houses were assigned to new residents, and
community buildings given on rent by the Evacuee Board without maintaining
any separate record, and many temples and halls, many of them built shortly
before Partition, were simply demolished. Most of the remainder are left to
the process of natural decay.

Survey of Museums, Libraries, and Archives

The last stage of this pilot study was to survey museums, libraries
and archives for Jaina heritage. The Umarkot museum in Tharparkar and the
Bahawalpur museum yielded very little in this regard. The Lahore museum
has the best collection of Jaina artifacts and structures anywhere in Pakistan.
The artifacts from Murti are potentially important. They were brought into
the museum right after the site was excavated by Stein. Yet, most of the
collection is in storage and inaccessible. The other notable collection in the
Lahore museum is of carana-padukas. The most impressive items belong to
Gujranwala Jaina sites, and were transferred from there to the museum to
prevent their destruction. There are also impressive Jains statues on display,
but no record of their whereabouts exists.

Apart from one Jaina manuscript housed in the Lahore Museum
Library, there is a big collection of Jaina manuscripts in Punjab University's
Woolner Collection. Other than the old catalog published by the Punjab
University, ther is a newly developed database produced by a joint project
of the Punjab University and the University of Vienna, and Geumgang
University. Most other Jaina Manuscripts and books held by Jaina institutions
were transferred to India around 1947. Most of these sources are now
preser\}ed by the B.L. Institute in Delhi. Verbal accounts tell also of missing
and destroyed materials which were never recovered.

Some pamphlets published in Urdu as part of the Jaina Tract series
from Lahore, Delhi and Ambala are found in the Khilafat Library Rabwah and
the Punjab Public Library Lahore. The Khilafat Library Rabwah, Punjab Public
Libary, Punjab University Library, Igbal Public Library Lyallpur, National
Archives, National Docmentation Center and the Punjab Archives all have
vast collections of books in Devanagari and Gurumukhi scripts. Since there
are no catalogue records of these materials, nothing can be presently said
of the Jaina books in these collections. The unorganized nature of these
archives demands a full project of cataloguing or sifting through these archival
materials to locate any material relevant to Jaina Studies.

Summary

This first systematic field survey and mapping of the Jaina heritage
in Pakistan after 1947 brought to light a wealth of information about the current
state of the built heritage, sacred art and literary contribution of the Jainas.



200 e farrEd

The picture is not rosy. The surviving structures are generally in miserable
condition. The Temple at Multan is mostly intact as it was turned into a
Madrasa and its management takes good care of the building and the
paintings. One temple in Farooqabad is occupied by a local merchant who
takes good care of it. The temples in Tharparkar are not used for Jain worship
anymore, but the structures of some temples, in Bhodesar, Nagarparks, and
Virawah are intact, and worth preserving, in particular the famous paintings
of the Gauri temple, which are in urgent need of restoration. Most murals
in Jain temples have either been vandalized or left to decay.

After Partition, Jainism and Jaina communities of Pakistani Punjab
and Sindh vanished from the collective memory, There are almost no refer-
ences of Jainism or Jains in the local literature. History books on Bhera, Sialkot
and Lahore have a few lines on Jains here and ther, Old people above the
age of 80 still retain memories of their Bhavara neighbours. The lack of interest
and records of the migrated Jaina families in India and fading memories is
another problem. Only a few Jaina housholds in Nagarparkar remain. But they
are unwilling to disclose their religious idenitity.

In the light of this pilot study, the following conclusions have been
reached.

1. The Jaina built heritage in Pakistan from the 19th and 20th centuries
is in miserable condition and requires a swift transfer from the control of Awqgaf
to the Department of Archaeology or to the Ministry of Culture, to facilitate
the preservation of religious monuments of historical significance.

2. The labelling of artifacts displayed in museums should be re-
viewed, since generally no clear distinction between "Hindu" and "Jaina"
objects is made.

3. Libraries and archives should be encouraged to catalogue work
in Devanagari and Gurumukhi scripts.

4. Results of this pilot study suggest that careful archaeological
surveillance could bring to the surface further evidence of Jaina activity. An
archaeological survey to locate and study pre-Muslim Jaina heritage in
Pakistan should be conducted.

5. A Department of Jaina Studies should be established in a federally
run University.






